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The pioneer Chinese who came 
to Oakland were men with a vi-, 

sion. . . 1 

Most of the Chinese originally 

came to “Gum Shan’’ (Ameri¬ 
ca! for the gold they expected 
and planned to return to their 
horpdand. \ 

i Oakland; Chinese, however, 
waS^Stefflrtned to become a citi- 
■ zen oNhe country. 

The descendants and inheri¬ 
tors of we heritage of these 

.early-day\Chinese now are an¬ 
nouncing tilans for a mulli-nu 

lion-dollarV. redevelopment pro¬ 
ject of thV chinatow n started 
almost a century ago. 

The Oakland Chinese made fre- 
quent trips to “Dai Few” (San 
Francisco) but gladly return*! 
here, where they were not tied 
to the superstitions across the 
bay. 

Before 1906 the estimated Chi¬ 
nese population in Oakland was 

less than a thousand. But tne 
Chinese with his long queue and 
me Oriental costum e wasafann- 

Tiar sight on the streets. - 1 

- j_fr» cf 


So few decided to settle here 
that they became a class apart 
known as “men from Oakland. 

10.000 BY 1960 
But the 1906 San Francisco 

fire and earthquake brought hun¬ 
dreds more to the Oakland Chi 

Sese community. By 1910 almost 

2.500 Chinese were living in the 
Eastbay. In I960 it was esti¬ 
mated that there were 10,000 m 
Alameda County. 

Before the turn of the century, 
Oakland kept moving the Chi¬ 
nese. 

About 1867 the official China¬ 
town was the east side of Tele¬ 
graph between 16th and Dth 
Sts One night a coal oil lamp 
exploded and the whole district 
went up in flames. 

The next move was to San 
Pablo Road between 19th and 
20th Streets. 

more moving 














MORE MOVING 

In his account of Oakland’s 
early Chinese, Edward W. Chew 
wrote that there were several 
other moves before the center 
was established at 8th and Web¬ 
ster Streets. 

This area is part of the 30- 
block section aimed for the Chi¬ 
natown renewal project. 

It is planned to combine the 
characteristics of a cultural and 
community service with shop¬ 
ping and business activities and 
housing. 

-The .old and n ew will . . . 

provide a contemporary 1S6V1MB- 

ment as well as meaningful sym¬ 
bols of a traditional Chinese 
city,” says the re-development 
project brochure. 

The Madison Square area cen¬ 
tering around Madison Square 
Park is proposed as a housing 
area with rehabilitated apart¬ 
ments and townhouses. 

BART HEADQUARTERS 

The permanent headquarters 
of the Bay Area Rapid Transit 
District will occupy the present 
site of Madison Square park with 
a new park to be relocated one 
block west. 

Commercial businesses, shops, 
cafes and centers will serve the 
residential sections, BART and 
the upcoming Peralta Junior 
College with imaginative plan¬ 
ning to include foot bridges, an 
elevated Chinese water garden 
and pagoda-type structures. 

The plan, prepared by War¬ 
ren W. Jones and Associates and 
allied firms, says “the false his¬ 
torical . . . will be avoided in 
favor of an authentic presenta¬ 
tion of the culturally significant 
past in a progressive setting.” 

“The men from Oakland” laid 
a better foundation than they 
knew. 
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After four years in 'he plan¬ 
ning stage, the Oakland China¬ 
town Redevelopment Project 
leaders today are summoning 
some 600-800 Chinese-American 
citizens, city officials and com¬ 
munity leaders to the Chinese 
Commnuity Center at 31b 9th 
St. at 2:30 p.m. 

There they will hear Chair¬ 
man Edward B. Wong announce 
plans to rebuild Chinatown as 
a magnificent center for Chinese 
life and culture.” 

VISION, MONEY 


lO. 

•The new Oakland Chinatown 
will contain shops, plazas res¬ 
taurants, a theater and offices 
new housing for the e.derly. 
single people, newcomers from' 
Asia and families. 

QUIET walkways 
“S treets will be improved , 
there will be a new emphasis or 
safe attractive and quiet walk¬ 
ways for pedestrians and open 

spaces for sitting outdoors en-! 
. V . , i ^ „4^^CT' k V'lOTO flF i l 

joying the 



ARCHITECT'S SKETCH OF PROI 

Part of ambitious project annc 


atmosphere of; 
smaif Chinese city.” 
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It notes that there will be ac 
cess to two Bay Area Rapid 
ISION, MONEY Transit stations. There will be 

Oakland Redevelopment Agen- shops commercial businesses, 
V officials, who have cooper- offices 


UaKiailU - c 

CV Officials, who have cooper 
ated, note that the seed for this 
project, the impetus and plan¬ 
ning came from the Chinese 

themselves. ... „ 

They have backed their dream 
with their vision and money. 
“This is the people telling us 
. . .v_ .-vr-irl holninc* In 


Also envisioned arc a “village 
street,” food stores, family as¬ 
sociations, churches, antique 
and art shops and Chinese gar¬ 
dens 


i The city council will hold a 
I special meeting Thursday at 9 
c ' a.m. to hear the proposal. 

Then the Chinese committee 
will ask the council to direct 
the planning commission and re- 
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the plans 
sented to 
“Our s< 
under wa 
been pie 
j the Chin 

me picuiiims - necessar 

development agency to conduct pr0 - 
further studies and submit an -This 
application to the federal gov- C ommun 

ernment for a federally assisted - 

Chinatown Redevelopment Pro- 

^t is estimated that there will 
be $30 million in private devel- 


wiiat - .- , b Wil- moved and tnose mai can uc be 

finance it, said H f°^ nr B of the incorporated into the plan be opme nt. 
liams, executive di rehabilitated. . Pre liminary estimates jL 

Hie redevelopment agency mdi- 

mTtMjJIHM LUImcUU'-.i. - ipanese , for instance - will J cate a gross project cost of $8,- 

5 invited to join. ^ 

The brochure anticipates that 


development ”Project* ocmmi ttee Japanese for ' nslance 
of 15 raised $10,000 from various be^vitedto^m 
soruces, limited to a top of $250, The broenure 
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PEDESTRIAN SHOPPING AREA PART OF PR°^CT 

Revitalization of Oakland's Chinatown proposed. 


i 1878,000. . r 

1 They anticipate a return of 
5 million from the sale of 
land to private developers leav- 
ing a net project cost of $4.8 
million. 

ONE-FOURTH FOR CITY 
It is expected that the city 
will pay one-quarter of this cost, 
with the federal government 
picking up the remaining three- 

quarters. , .. 

Officials presume that the city i 
will not have to put out any j 
cash, based on credits of public i 
improvements and the new | 
BART station at Oak Street 
Wong, an accountant with his 
own Oakland firm, as early as | 
1961 emphasized, “This project) 
has the support of the entire 
Chinese community. Oakland s 
Chinese are the most, progress- j 
ive in the United States. 

Asked then whether it jsmUdi 
said, 


with which last April they con¬ 
tracted with Warren W. Jones 
and Associates, city and region¬ 
al planners, and other firms to 
produce the ideal plan. 

It is regarded as a stepping 
stone to the revitalization and 
renewal of downtown China- 
town. 

The 30-block area encompas- 
ses the area from Washington 
to Madison Streets and from 
6th to 11th Sts. Heart of the 
project will be the Chinese Cut 
ural Center. _ 


. be financed he said, \»hen 
several years will elapse before chinese a on ’t have money for 
tangible changes and improve- anyt hing else, they have 


tangible changes ana anything 

ments in the area can e for rea i estate.” 
place, other than those b> BAK 1 reporting to his people to- 
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individual property owners ; ^ m recal j the long 
But already Chinese c ^ tizens | ^ lannin „ ( r on , which the project 
have pledged $ 100,000 ,.° the pro- ; P« n developed by leaders 
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His presentation says: 

“Our first step was to sponsor 
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ARCHITECT'S SKETCH OF PROPOSED STREET 

Part of ambitious project announced today 


The city council will hold a 
special meeting Thursday at 9 
a.m. to hear the proposal. 

Then the Chinese committee 
will ask the council to direct 
the planning commission and re¬ 
development. agency to conduct 
further studies and submit an 
g _ f application to the federal gov- 

Avnmnnf fnt* o f/iHnvullu QCcictnr) 
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ernment for a federally assisted 
Chinatown Redevelopment Pro¬ 
ject. 

It is estimated that there will 
be $30 million in private devel¬ 
opment. 

Preliminary estimates from 


the plans which are being pre¬ 
sented to you today. 

“Our second step is now well 
under way. To date $100,000 has 
been pledged by members of 
the Chinese community as the 
necessary seed money to get 
this project under way. 

“This means that the Chinese 
community has the faith, vision 


own as proposed, 
i “Our third step, after today, 
s lo present our plans for China- 
own to the city planning com¬ 
mission, the redevelopment 
agency and the city council for 
*eview and approval. 

“If approved—and we believe 
these plans warrant official ap¬ 
proval—we will secure the nec¬ 
essary financing to carry the 
project to completion in coop¬ 
eration with the city as our 
joint-venturer in a Chinatown 
redeveloped.” 

The executive committee of 
the Chinatown project which 
Wong heads also includes Pak 
Hoy Wong, vice chairman; Dr. 
ftaymond L. Eng, coordinator; 
Hon Chew, secretary; Kic 
ing Joe, assistant secretary; 
joy Lee, treasurer; Benny 
Chin, assistant treasurer; Mil- 
ton Shoong and Andrew Lowe, 
advisers: Dr. Clinton W. Lee, 
Henry Szto, the Rev. Edward 
pee. Dr. Lester C. Lee, Philip 
W. Ong and Dr. Jacob Y. Yee. 
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A Oakland’! Chinese - Ameri- 
xahfi^ai^^rnbarking on the 
Year of the Ram with — to 
put it mildly — mixed feel¬ 
ings. 

As a group, they are push¬ 
ing as haid as anyone to col¬ 
lect the rewards of the west¬ 
erners’ middle-class way of 
life from bucket-seated motor¬ 
ing to splii-level suburbia. 

But they keep looking back 
to their heritage — the elderly 
with deep sadness, the young 
adults whh unshakable guilt, 
and the teen-agers frequently 
with brash disdain. 

The Year of the Ram (or 
Sheep) may be No. 4665 in the 
Chinese lunar calendar, com¬ 
plete with rounds of dinners, 
exchanges of good luck sym¬ 
bols and honoring of family 
ancestors that began last 
Thursday. 

But overshadowing any ob¬ 
servances is the fact that this 
is also the western year of 
1967, and the dilemma of an 

illg di Cd cu uuiiu wku —_ 


ethnic group such as the 
Chinese-Americans is stronger 
than ever before. 

“I’m ashamed to say it,” 
said an attractive 32-year-cld 
Chinese-American mother of 
three, ‘ but my husband and I 
don’t speak Chinese at home, 
nor do we expect our children 
to. Oh, I do speak Chinese 
with my mother, but that’s 
the oniy time now.” 

Commented a 16-year-old 
boy, who sports the now fash¬ 
ionable shaggy haircut look: 

“It’s kind of a joke, you 
know, about Chinese things 
and all that. I guess we kids 
are becoming more and more 
pure Americans, huh?” 

That much - lauded melting 
pot of America doesn’t always 
produce a nice bubbly flow. 
Cultures, such as those of the 
Chinese, often get caught on a 
collision course with the 
“dominant” western way of 
life. 

A project that somehow 
manages to take all this in ac¬ 


count and offer possible solu¬ 
tions is sure to earn a lot of 
attention, both in being show¬ 
ered with praise and punc¬ 
tured by criticism. 

The Oakland Chinatown Re¬ 
development Project brings 
with it impressive credentials. 
It directly affects the lives of 
the estimated 12,000 Chinese- 
Americans in Oakland and 
some 60,000 in the Bay Area. 

It won ihe official blessings 
of the city fathers a year ago 
and has made its debut in the 
toughest role of all — as an 
applicant tor federal funds for 
planning studies. 

Originally the 30-block Chi¬ 
natown project was combined 
with an “old city” area from 
Chinatown west to Brush St. 
Proposed total cost was $34 
million. 

But what bowled over city 
fathers was the self-help qual¬ 
ity of the project. “It was,” 
summed up a pleased John B. 
Williams, director of the Oak¬ 
land Redevelopment Agency, 


“the case of the people telling 
US what they want—and of¬ 
fering their own money to get 
things rolling.” 

The Chinatown group, be¬ 
fore action by the city council 
and agency, had collected 
$10,000 from 70 donors (at a 
$250 each maximum) to fi¬ 
nance a preliminary study 
and recommendations. In 
place of a deteriorating area 
the group proposed a cultural 
and community center with 
shopping, businesses and 
housing / (including /provision 
for olden immi£rant0. 

The l/)cdl driup J with one 
eye on ihelcriwjdedf conditions 
of San/Franascjo’s/ Chinatown 
and another/ oil /he growing 
nui^Mrs or new immigrants 

Continued Page B, Col. 1 
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follow up and reach these peo¬ 
ple,” said Ong. 

Coordination within the 
Chinese community must cut 
through — or be swallowed up 
bv — lavers of business and 







i ^ IOI* 
Continue* from Page I 

and ymina fymitieE seeking* 
hom^s ,/seeLme O^dand Chi¬ 
natown in a new rqje. 

“As far as we can tell there 
is no other community project 
like this, either in the self-help 
aspect or in the powerful em¬ 
phasis on preserving the cul¬ 
ture,” said Varts Erickson, 
Redevelopment Agency liai¬ 
son with the Chinese commu¬ 
nity. 

“This goes beyond commer¬ 
cial changes, and goes right to 
the heart of a community. It 
is not meant to be flashy, but 
is to have dignity and show 
what an ethnic group is really 
like.” 

The hoped-for new struc¬ 
tures, plazas and other facili¬ 
ties stemming from the exist¬ 
ing area around 8th and Web¬ 
ster Streets would crown the 
long fight of a vigorous group 
headed by Edward B. Wopg, 

count ancy firm in Chinatown. 

Wong is chairman of the 
Chinatown project’s executive 
committee. He speaks warmly 
of the days when the sense of 
community was stronger in 
the Chinatown that flourished 
near the Estuary in pre- 
Nimitz Freeway days. 

He was born in San Francis¬ 
co after the great earthquake 
and fire. His family was 
among the thousands of 
Chinese who made the exodus 
to Oakland, Sacramento and 
other Northern California 
areas, breaking the San Fran¬ 
cisco concentration for the 
first time. 

“The Chinese in Oakland 
were always a little differ¬ 
ent,” said Wong. “We never 
clung to our Chinatown the 
way they do in San Francisco 
and we were moving out to 
other residential areas even 
back in the 1920’s.” 

But the death of a China¬ 
town here would be a great 
tragedy to men like Ed Wong. 

His reason? Concern for the 
younger generation, the same 
group that often questions or 
scoffs most at old customs. 

“When my father immigrat¬ 
ed to the United States, that 
took guts to come so far and 
to start a whole new life,” said 
Wong. “I don’t think I could 
do what he did. And he gave 
me an opportunity to grow up 
in this country and with the 
idvantages that he and others 
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of his generation worked to 
win for us ” 

There was a time, recalls 
Wong in a fleetingly told but 
significant remark, when his 
father wore the traditional 
Chinese queue. “There were 
many times when people used 
to pull his hair,” he says. 

But Chinese - Americans to¬ 
day command a respect un¬ 
surpassed by any other so- 
called minority group, bol¬ 
stered by such measures as 
extremely low incidences of 
juvenile delinquency and wel¬ 
fare cases. 

(In Oakland last year less 
than one per cent of the cases 
processed by the police juve¬ 
nile division were Chinese- 
Americans. In the experience 
of Alameda County Welfare 
Staffers, virtually no Chinese- 
Americans are placed on the 
welfare rolls.) 

“What then do we leave our 
children?” asked Wong. “Bet- 


Tsh~ gifts? These are pretty 
things, vain things. I’m not 
saying these are absolutely 
bad things, for it is what 
we’re all seeking in bettering 
ourselves. 

“But it isn’t enough. If it is, 
then we might as well close 
up shop as parents.” 

Ed Wong scowled and then 
beared down on the pet 
theme he has presented over 
and over to city officials and 
citizens’ groups. 

“We have a magnificent 
heritage, but it is being lost 
more each year. Our China¬ 
town is dying. But it is 
THESE fhings that we can 
leave for our children, and for 
this great country. 

“If we build a Chinatown 
that is alive and exciting — 
and means something — then 
we can win back the younger 
generation to their own past.” 

But since the fanfare of a 
year ago, the Uhinatowir 
project has been bound up in 
the federal red tape, and 
many Chinese - Americans 
are wondering if the project is 
moving — or even off the 
ground. 

In an attempt to better 
reach the federal pur¬ 
sestrings, the Chinatown (and 
old city) project has been 
combined with the Peralta 
College project in a complicat¬ 
ed General Neighborhood Re¬ 
newal Area approach. In short 
the Chinatown plan is now part 
of a 500-acre package in a 
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fresh application for $325,000 
in planning funds. 

All that many Chinatown 
merchants know is that the 
project seems at a standstill 
or, at best, a long - distance 
endeavor. “I guess it is a 
good idea,” said an immi¬ 
grant in his 50’s who operates 
a laundry. “But I may be too 
old to enjoy it when it is com¬ 
pleted.” 

Said Helen Woo, hostess at 
one of the eight restaurants in 
Oakland Chinatown: 

“It isn’t the idea of the 
project that bothers us — my 
gosh, this is progress and it’s 
a good thing. 

“But what’s going to happen 
to the people who live here 
and have their stores here? 
Where are we going to go? 
Sure we hear talk that every¬ 
thing’s going to be okay, but 
you still get that feeling of un¬ 
certainty. 

“You can talk all you want 
about the future. But what 

faboqt — the now? -y j 

Most of the 75 households 
displaced by Bay Area Rapid 

Transit District in the 9th and 
Oak Streets area moved to 
East Oakland. BART is build¬ 
ing its Lake Merritt Station 
and relocating a park in the 
area. 

But, said Helen Woo of the 
moving of those families, 
“there was a lot of heart¬ 
break.. How do you replace 
that?” 

Aware of the dangers of in¬ 
ertia in redevelopment, par¬ 
ticularly in the processing of 
federal funds, Chinatown pro¬ 
jects leaders have raised their 
contribution to $15,000 and will 
undertake further studies — 
with or without the federal 
government’s help. 

One of the leaders, the Rev. 
Frank G. Mar, pastor of the 
Chinese Presbyterian Church 
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and member of the Oakland 
Economic Development Coun¬ 
cil, recognizes the chief 
immediate task is closing the 
communications gap within 
the Chinese community. “We 
are working to achieve closer 
ties and fuller involvement, 
but it takes time and help,” 
said the Rev. Mr. Mar. 

George E. Ong, an insur¬ 
ance broker and realtor in 
Chinatown, is outspoken in his 
concern about “just how 
many of us are really in¬ 
volved in the project.” 

“It is one thing to send out 
notices to all the property 
owners about some meeting, 
and another thing to really 
follow up and reach these peo¬ 
ple,” said Ong. 

Coordination within the 
Chinese community must cut 
through — or be swallowed up 
by _ layers of business and 
family association factions. 
Area property owners were 
especially vocal in protests 
about lack of communications 
during the city council hear¬ 
ing. 

But, to another project pio¬ 
neer, Dr. Raymond L. Eng, 
Oakland optometrist, the final 
goal is the pulling force. 
“We’re not asking our chil¬ 
dren to live in the past, but in 
their own future,” said Dr. 
Eng. “We’re asking them to 
evaluate what is the best of 
both cultures and to retain 
those features.” 

So it all comes back to 
youths like Steven Horn, 
14-year-old pupil at Westlake 
Junior High School, who is 
one of those who shies away 
from the idea of having to at¬ 
tend Cantonese language 
classes. 

But ask him how does it 
“feel” to be a Chinese - Amer¬ 
ican. “I’m proud,” he said, 
“to be a Chinese ... period.” 


$25 Millior 

t 2 1967 


^Oakland JjAs been given a 
“charge account 1 * 
for\edevelopment in the Per- 
alta-fchinatown area. 

The sum—and it’s a rough 
estimate—is the amount Wash¬ 
ington will match on a three- 
to-one basis for local spend¬ 
ing on projects in the area. 

works this way: some $0 
million in Bay Area Rapid 
Transit construction can be 
; used to obtain local credits. 

4 The sum entitles Oakland to 
around $18 million in federal 
aid for the area. Other local 
credits total $2.5 million, 
bringing the federal share 
availably to some $25.5 mil¬ 
lion. 

The “charge account” is a 
consequence of federal ap¬ 
proval of a General Neighbor¬ 
hood Renewal Plan (GNRP) 
covering the area from Castro 
Street to 14th Street to the Nj/ 
Street to 14th Avenue ar 
from 12th Street to Uiq/ 


mitz Freeway and the Est¬ 
uary. 

Other sources of potential 
local credits include Peralta 
College land purchases and 
clearance, $1,700,000, and capi¬ 
tal improvements by the city. 
$755,000. 

The approval of the GNRP 


for Peralta 


i will have the effect of “bank¬ 
ing” the credits on any such 
iprojects for eight years. 

An additional $2,027,000 in 
local credits for the Oakland 
Museum already is being used 
by the redevelopment agency 

B in connection with the Peralta 
College Project. 


The plan, as approved, 
recommends renewal treat¬ 
ment of Oakland’s South 
Broadway area, including the 
sections of Madison Square, 
Chinatown and Old City; the 
Estuary area and a neighbor¬ 
hood east of the proposed col¬ 
lege site known as East Peral¬ 
ta. 

Approval of the GNRP was 
announced by John B. Wil¬ 
liams, executive director of 
the redevelopment agency. 
Williams was notified of the 
approval by Richard G. Mit¬ 
chell, assistant regional ad¬ 
ministrator for renewal as¬ 
sistance. 

The announcement was the 
climax of a seven-month ef¬ 
fort by the redevelopment 
agency to save credits in the 
500-acre area. 

The GNRP, financed by 
|^358 in federal money, was 
’jftped by a task force of 
isentatives from the re- 


m 

Area 

development agency, the city 
planning, traffic, streets and 
ingineering departments and 
irchitectural and economic 
:onsultants. 

Completed ahead of sched¬ 
ule in May, the plan was ap¬ 
proved at public hearings be¬ 
fore the redevelopment agency 
and the Oakland City Council. 
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The City Council yesterday § 
sharply trimmed the* size of a 
jJhinatowmO ld City redevelop- it 
rnent pro j e c t after Mayor i 
John H. Reading by-passed li¬ 
the c i t y ? s redevelopment I 
agency to discover that a fed- •, 
eral agency probably wouldn’t 1 
approve it. 

Reading reported his find- I 
ings to die council later in the g 
day and councilmen immedi- : 
ately rescinded a three-day- 1 
old resolution it adopted f 
at the urging of John B. 
Williams, executive director i 
of the City Redevelopment • 
Agency. 

Questioned by newsmen, the i 
mayor agreed that the City 
Council had not received the ' 
full story on the project from 11 
Williams. 

Reading also said that Rich- | 
ard Mitchell, regional director i 
of the U.S. Department of g 
Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment’s urban renewal pro- | 
gram, had not been invited by i 
Williams to attend a special 1 
meeting last Tuesday as re- 1 
quested by councilmen. 

“Mitchell told me he would 1 
have attended such a meeting i 
if invited.” Reading said. 

At that special meeting 
Tuesday, Williams told coun¬ 
cilmen that federal officials 
were “not willing to come.” 

The mayor admitted he was : 
concerned about the apparent 
discrepancy in s t o r i e s but | 
said, “I don’t want to see this - 
become a fight in the newspa- * 

- - *— 

It was the second time this 

itnnr flinf f U~ n -1 1 




discrepancy m o l u * * ^ o ; 
said, “I don't want to see this | 
become a fight in the newspa- 


Tr was the second time this ; 
year that the City Council had | 
to drastically reduce a rede- ; 
velopment project proposed i; 
by Williams and his agency. | 
Earlier in the year, the | 
council rescued the Peralta :■ 
colleges' Lake Merritt campus j 
project which depended on 
federal financial aid when ; 
HUD warned the city to trim 
a more ambitious program 
urged by Williams. 

Last Tuesday, the council 
adopted a resolution which in 
effect expanded a 50-block 
Chinatown redevelopment 
project into an 84-block, $22 
million program which Wil- 
liams said was necessary to 
capture credits toward the 
city’s cash contribution. 

Worried whether the ex¬ 
panded project would risk a 
desired Chinatown project, 
councilmen requested Read¬ 
ing to check personally with 
top regional HUD officials. 

Reading met with Mitchell 
early yesterday morning and 
reported later that it was 
“questionable” whether HUD 
would back the larger project. 

He said Mitchell recom- 
mended that the project be 
“condensed” to the “core of 


Chinatown itself. 

The rest of the Williams- 
I . proposed area appears wide 
! open for private enterprise 
! development, Reading said, 
i particularly near the Oak 
I street headquarters for the 
| Ray Area Rapid Transit Dis- 
| trict. That area, Reading said, 

| was obviously open for pn- 
| vately-financed apartment 
I houses and did not need gov- 
| emmental help. 

1 Rescinding its previous res- 
I olution, the council adopted a 
new one ordering Williams to 
I reduce the project's size to in¬ 
clude just the downtown Chi- 
l own area. 



Chinatown Project 
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Takes a Big Step 
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step yesterday to turn 1 $ eluded within a r e c t a n g le 

million Chinatown Redevel p- bQunded by the Nimitz Free- 
jTjent project into a reality. „ ' i a ** lOtr 


wav Fallon Street, 10th 
Street and 11th Street and 
Castro Street 


aponev by unanimous 
vote authorized application 
for ’$1 million The uroiect will include new 

5™ i“«» Ss* i ” uslng f?r 


natown into one oi u.<= t-*- 

of interest on the 

Pacific Coast. 

The plan, already approved 
by the Oakland City Council, 

SWaKBiSy 

rnmion in local credits provid. 


income ‘families, a cultural 
center and restaurants and 
other attractions for tourists. 

The agency, which antici¬ 
pates that it will not need the 
full $1 million sought for plan¬ 
ning, expects to have this 


nation oi icuci a. ■ expects to nave u" 

million in local credi s provid^ nfc P g projecl co mpleted 

ed by Bay Area , R ? h public with nine months, 
construction and oth P a c i t i z e n s committee of 

‘TTo^l is me second fSSSSfSZ^ 
forthe^rea. A « l«a »§„h„ B- 

application w» s n , k "™ . Wiliams, executive director 

..meadenc,^^ ^ 

”Ser MfSSi 

a part of Oakland extending he ctorian character of the; 
beyond Chinatown and known vici wiU be retained 

as the old town would be in- " present pla ns. 
eluded. p | - 








Campaign M^y Save Fund 
For C Pun a town Renewal 
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OISTEFANO 
tribune shift Wviter 

I d Redevelop- 
merit 'Sgency'lias launched a 
campaign to save $2.36 million 
in rapid transit credits for the 
proposed $7.6 million China- 
anwn renewal project. 

John B. Williams, Redevel- 
o p m e n t Agency executive 
director, said yesterday that 
he will ask Rep. Ronald V. 
Dellums, D-Berkeley, to intro¬ 
duce legislation to extend the 
credits which will expire Feb. 
1 . 

Outgoing Rep. Jeffery Cohe- 
lan. D-Berkeley, set the stage 
in the waning days of the 91st 
Congress by introducing a bill 
which would have extended 
the credits. 


The credits would go to pay 
the city’s required local share 
of tile Chinatown project and 
are generated by the con¬ 
struction of the Bay Area 
Rapid Transit District 12th 
reet Station. The 12th Street 
Station would serve the pro¬ 
posed Chinatown project 
bounded by 11th and 9th 
Streets, Broadway and Webs¬ 
ter St. 

Until recently Redevelop¬ 
ment Agency officials were 
hopeful that the Chinatown 
project would finally receive 
the federal nod but new feder¬ 
al guidelines suddenly 
changed the whole picture 
late last year. 

George Romney, secretary 
of the U.S. Department of 


Housing and Urban Develop¬ 
ment, announced rules which 
seek to spread urban renewal 
funds to cities not previously 
receiving grants. Those rules 
generally rule out new rede- 
fvelopment projects in cities 
which already have urban re¬ 
newal projects. 

I T That has stalled the China¬ 
town proposal. James Price, 
prea director of HUD, yester¬ 
day indicated that he looked 
favorably on the Redevelop¬ 
ment A g e n c y’s attempt to 
gain Congressional approval 
)f an extension of BART cred- 
t expiration. But he could 
jive no definite information 
m whether the Federal Gov- 
■rnment will finally fund the 
Chinatown project. 

Williams argues that the 


Oakland Chinatown proposal 
should not be considered new 
because in one form or anoth¬ 
er it has been submitted three 
other times beginning in 1966. 

If the expiration date is not 
extended, Chinatown’s local 
share will have to either be 
financed by cash contributions 
or by tapping BART credits 
already captured or to be cap¬ 
tured in the future by the City 
Center downtown shopping 
center project. 

City Center has already 
captured $7.7 million in local 
shares from the 12th Street 
BART station. Chinatown 
project approval before Feb. 1 
or with special legislation 
would capture another $2.36 
million from the same BART 
station. 






